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YEAR 12 EXAMINATIONS — SCALING OF MARKS 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [2.05 pm]: There has been a recent media 
discussion about the decades-long process of scaling of marks for some subjects in year 12 examinations. I want 
to assure all year 12 students, their parents, their teachers and the community of Western Australia that the 
Tertiary Institutions Service Centre, or TISC, and the Curriculum Council are working closely to ensure that 
selections for university entry in 2010 are based on a fair and valid selection process. 

Nineteen new WA certificate of education courses are being examined in year 12 this year. These include stage 3 
and stage 2 units. Stage 3 units are more difficult than stage 2 units. The universities agreed in mid-2007 that 
both units provided a suitable basis for university selection, and that scaled scores from each unit could count 
towards a student’s university entrance score. The scaling of course marks is essential to ensure fairness and to 
take account of the difficulty of different courses. Scaling brings all marks onto a common scale so that tertiary 
entrance aggregates can be fairly calculated and compared by TISC and the Curriculum Council. To encourage 
students to study the higher level stage 3 units, a 15-mark increment is added to all stage 3 student scores. 
Scaling is then calculated by pooling the stage 2 marks and the stage 3 marks with the 15-mark increment and 
producing a set of combined course scores. The key issue is the addition of the 15-mark increment to the process. 
However, a computer test of the procedure using 2008 results showed that some stage 2 students received higher 
final scores than some stage 3 students at the same ability, even after the 15-mark increment was added. Clearly, 
this is not fair. Following a thorough investigation, it has now been agreed that the process for combining stage 2 
and stage 3 results needs to be refined to ensure a correct ranking of students within a course. 

The concern that has been raised in the media is about the impact of this refinement on this year’s students, 
particularly for the English course for which a scaled score of 50 is normally required to demonstrate English 
competence. However, it has been the case for many years that the universities, in making assessment, also 
consider acceptable performance in school-based assessment and external examinations. This is outlined on the 
TISC website, which also provides full details about the scaling process. 

The refinement about how stage 2 and stage 3 marks are combined is supported by the universities, the 
Curriculum Council, the Department of Education and Training, the Association of Independent Schools of 
Western Australia and the Catholic Education Office of Western Australia. 
 


